
The Kipple Anomaly: A Philip K. Dickian 

Reality Check

Mission Briefing:

In the spirit of Philip K. Dick, we understand that reality is not always what it seems. The 

mundane can conceal the profound, and the ordinary can be a veil for the extraordinary. 

Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to embark on a personal reality check within 

the confines of your own home, using your own belongings. This is not merely about 

decluttering; it is about discerning the true nature of objects, challenging perceived reality, 

and, in doing so, subtly shifting the fabric of your personal universe – a small act that can 

ripple outwards to save the world from the insidious creep of inauthenticity and 

meaninglessness.

The Threat: Kipple

Philip K. Dick introduced us to the concept of 'kipple': useless objects, like gum wrappers or 

junk mail, that seem to reproduce by themselves in any modern dwelling. But kipple is more 

than just clutter; it is a symptom of a decaying reality, a physical manifestation of entropy 

and the erosion of meaning. Your task is to confront the kipple, not just to remove it, but to 

understand its true nature and, perhaps, to transform it.

Your Tools:

• Your own home and its contents.

• A keen sense of observation.

• A willingness to question everything.

• A notebook or digital document for your observations (your 'Reality Log').

• A camera or smartphone (optional, for documenting anomalies).

The Task: Phase I - The Kipple Census

1. Choose a Zone: Select a single, contained area in your home. This could be a drawer, a 

shelf, a corner of a room, or even your wallet. Start small. The more contained the area, 



the more intense the focus.

2. Identify Kipple: Systematically go through every item in your chosen zone. For each 

item, ask yourself: Is this truly useful? Does it bring me joy? Does it serve a genuine 

purpose? Or is it kipple – an object that has lost its meaning, an artifact of a fading 

reality?

3. The Kipple Test: For any item you suspect is kipple, perform the following test:

• Observation: Examine the item closely. What are its physical properties? Its texture, 

color, weight? Does it have any unusual markings or wear patterns?

• History: How did this item come into your possession? What is its perceived history? 

Is there a story attached to it, or is it just... there?

• Purpose (Real vs. Perceived): What is its intended purpose? Does it fulfill that 

purpose? Or has its purpose shifted, become obsolete, or was it never truly 

purposeful to begin with?

• Emotional Resonance: How does this item make you feel? Indifferent? Annoyed? 

Nostalgic? Does it evoke any sense of unease or unreality?

4. Document Anomalies: In your Reality Log, record your findings for at least five pieces 

of kipple. Describe the item, your observations, its perceived history, and the results of 

your Kipple Test. Pay special attention to any feelings of strangeness, incongruity, or a 

sense that the item is not quite what it seems. These are your 'anomalies.'

The Task: Phase II - The Reality Shift

1. Re-contextualization: For each of the five kipple anomalies you documented, attempt 

to re-contextualize it. Imagine it serving a completely different purpose, or belonging to 

a different reality. For example, that old, broken pen – what if it's a dormant 

communication device from a parallel dimension? That faded receipt – what if it's a 

coded message from the future?

2. The 'True' Purpose: Based on your re-contextualization, assign a new, 'true' purpose to 

each kipple anomaly. This purpose should be fantastical, Dickian, and world-saving in 

some abstract way. For instance, the pen could be a 'Reality Stabilizer,' and the receipt a 

'Temporal Anchor.'



3. The Act of Transformation: Physically alter one of your kipple anomalies to reflect its 

'true' purpose. This doesn't have to be elaborate. It could be as simple as placing it in a 

prominent location, drawing a symbol on it, or creating a small 'shrine' for it. The act of 

transformation is key; it is your assertion of a new reality.

4. Observe the Ripple: Over the next few days, observe if your perception of the 

transformed item, or even the surrounding area, changes. Do you feel a subtle shift in 

the atmosphere of your home? Do other objects seem to reveal new facets? Document 

these observations in your Reality Log.

The Outcome: A World Saved (One Object at a Time)

By engaging in this exercise, you are actively challenging the passive acceptance of 

perceived reality. You are asserting your agency in defining meaning and purpose, even for 

the most insignificant objects. In a world increasingly shaped by manufactured realities and 

mass-produced meaninglessness, this act of personal re-definition is a powerful form of 

resistance. You are not just decluttering; you are de-kippling your reality, and in doing so, 

you are contributing to the preservation of authenticity and meaning in the world, one 

object, one home, one mind at a time. The world is saved not by grand gestures, but by the 

quiet, persistent assertion of truth against illusion.


